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At-A-Glance • On April 29, 2021, the FDA announced it's working toward issuing proposed product 
standards within the next year to ban menthol as a characterizing flavor in cigarettes 
and ban all characterizing flavors (including menthol) in cigars.  

 
• Any actions by the FDA that restrict the sale and distribution, or establish menthol 

product standards, will require formal rulemaking including public notice and comment. 
There is no required deadline or timeline for the FDA to act.  

 
• We will review the FDA’s announcement and continue to engage in this multi-year 

process with a focus on the science and evidence. 

 

Where  
We Stand 

• We have a goal of moving adult smokers from cigarettes to potentially less harmful 
alternatives, but prohibition does not work. 

 
• We believe the science and evidence does not support a ban on menthol cigarettes. 
 
• Criminalizing menthol will lead to serious unintended consequences, including an illicit 

market, an impact to state and federal excise taxes and master settlement agreement 
payments, and to jobs throughout the legitimate distribution chain.  

 
• Youth smoking rates, including menthol cigarettes, are at historical lows and the federal 

legal age of purchase is now 21. 
 
• A far better approach is to support the establishment of a marketplace of FDA-

authorized non-combustible alternatives for adult smokers to switch to. 

 
For additional information please visit altria.com.  

 
Closing Thank you for your continued support. 

 
 

https://www.altria.com/about-altria/federal-regulation-of-tobacco?accordionName=mentholcigarettes

